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Takou River Farm – Organic Certification
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Magic Cottages at Takou River are set in 5 acres of sub-tropical gardens, bordered by the Takou River and surrounded by our 150 acre certified organic beef farm.  
We purchased Takou River Farm and started developing Magic Cottages in October 2003. At the same time we commenced the 3 year process to convert the existing conventionally farmed land to fully certified organic status. We achieved full organic status in late 2006 under the certification scheme operated by Far North Organic Growers and Producers (FNOG) www.farnorthorganics.co.nz  the regional certification arm of Organic Farms NZ (OFNZ) www.organicfarm.org.nz . Under the FNOG/OFNZ certification scheme we are permitted to display the OFNZ logo with our certification number and are required to work in accordance with the organic standards developed and used by BioGro New Zealand. These standards and further information about BioGro and the organic certification process can be viewed on the Bio-Gro website www.biogro.co.nz (BioGroStandards). 

In simple terms, we farm and manage the land at Takou River including the gardens in which Magic Cottages are situated without the use of chemical pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers or other prohibited inputs. We manage the land to enhance its biodiversity and the sustainability of our resources and we look after our livestock without the use of antibiotics or chemical drenches using largely homeopathic remedies and preventative techniques.
To maintain our Organic Status we are audited annually (and may also be audited on a spot basis) by independent experts in accordance with the BioGro Standards. The key element against which we are audited is compliance with our Farm Management Plan which is drafted in accordance with the Bio Gro Template.  
Our Farm Management Plan covers the following key aspects:
· Property, land use and location maps

· Farm history & current development (including details or prohibited and restricted inputs)

· Goals for the Organic development of the property

· Property Management (Personnel)
· Land Management (including possible contamination (soil tests), buffer zones, water (water quality tests), erosion, biodiversity, soil, wild/natural areas, energy saving, historic sites.

· General Management Policies (livestock, pest & weed control, quarantine, machinery, contractors, energy efficiency)
Some of the key outputs from our Management Programme include:
· Planting over 10,000 native trees in the past 4 years; 

· Fencing off and planting all riparian (river and stream) boundaries;

· Creating buffer zones through native tree plantings along a significant proportion of our boundary including the entire river boundary.  
· Building a shade house for the propagation of native trees and plants for use on the property
· Eco-sourcing seeds for propagation in our shade house for further planting on the farm; 

· Planting of native tree shelter belts and boundaries and the gradual removal of a pine plantation and re-establishment of plant native species in its place
· Establishing and maintaining a pest eradication programme (possums, rats, stoats and other mustelids) 
· Gorse eradication programme through physical removal and mulching
· Compiling species lists for native and introduced birds; reptiles and fish. Native bird species present on the property include Tui, Fantails, Wood Pigeon, Welcome Swallows, Kingfishers, Morepork, Pukeko, Black Shag, Pied Shag, Grey Faced Heron, Silver eye, Harrier, Paradise Shelduck and Royal Spoonbill. Brown Kiwi calls have also been heard from the property. We have many introduced bird species present as well.
· Survey and documentation of the native and introduced tree and plant species present in the 5 acre organic sub-tropical gardens which surround the cottages.
In addition to our herd of certified organic Hereford Cattle we also have our own free range hens as well as a couple of resident pigs. We have an organic vegetable garden under construction as well as a wide array of organic citrus and stone fruit trees in our small orchards.  
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