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Eco and
people
friendly

UK immigrants [an

and Anna Sizer

have developed an
environmental strategy
for running their

Bay ofIslands farm

and boutique tourism
accommodation.

By Fiona Rotherham

THERE’S AMPLE evidence as we drive
north of the big storm that has battered
Northland and further south. Flooded
paddocks line either side of State Highway
One along with trees and other vegetation
uprooted by the fury of the wind. Our hosts
lan and Anna Sizer. the owner/operators of
Magic Cottages at Takou River. had checked

the day before to see if we were still coming

on our two-day Bay of Islands trip.
They had already had one cancellation
but I, with four teenagers in tow, remain
undeterred.

We miss the turn off to Takou Bay,
just north of Kerikeri, as the wind has
blown down the sign. But after retracing
our steps, we easily find the Sizer's new
house, sited on a gravel road that winds
down to the river’s end of their 55ha
organically-certified beef farm.

And what a house. The 420 square
metre two-story cedar mansion is built
on a windy ridge with magnificent views
over Takou Bay. Directly across the next
hill is Kauri Cliffs with its world-renowned
golfcourse and beyond that Matauri Bay,
home to the submerged wreck of the
Rainbow Warrior and a magnet for divers.

The Sizer's house has taken 26

months to build. but then it's not your

normal Kiwi home. It is completely grid
free - the only external service is the
telephone connection. Electrical power
is generated by 10 175W photovoltaic
panels and. to supplement these, the
couple is installing a simple hydro system
on the Takou River that meanders along
the boundary line. Using a Kaplan
turbine, the system will produce 48W

each day, enough to power the house on
cloudy days, and the accommodation for
guests and farm workers.

There are low energy lights to minimise

for drinking water, an onsite septic system for

power consumption and intelligent sensors reusing black and grey water in irrigation ...

that turn off the lights when the room is not in the list goes on.
use. lan is particularly fond of a little gadget —a If you haven't already surmised, the Sizers
Klick on Klick off remote that turns off multiple are committed environmentalists. ironically
standby mode machines at the flick of one so, given both worked for many years in the
switch to further save power. Some electrical oil industry. lan, a qualified engineer. still
appliances have been modified to reduce power works for one of the big oil companies in
consumption: for example, the dishwasher Papua New Guinea, flying home after each
uses water heated by the wetback and solar hot four-week stint. It seems an odd fit; a couple
water tubes, rather than electricity. When they who've built careers in a fossil-fuel intensive
first looked at the economics of an alternative industry being committed to organic farming
power system it was a 25-year payback. Higher and sustainable tourism practises.
oil and electricity prices have shortened that to But Anna was raised in a family that

10 years, lan says. operated a successful organic and natural

There’s also double-glazing, recycled food business, Down to Earth, for over 20

timber, wool insulation, rainwater collection | years in the UK. She gained a degree in






